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on the sea. They employ vast wealth in preparing for another
world which might be more profitably employed in bettering this.
They prevent us from spending our Sunday rationally, refusing us
any alternative but the church or the public-house. They deprive
honest sceptics, as far as possible, of the common rights of citizen-
ship. They retard a host of reforms, and still do their utmost
to suppress or curtail freedom of thought and speech. While
all this continues. Secularism must actively oppose the popular
creed. Nor is it just on the pait of the Christians to stigmatize
this aggressive attitude. They forget that their faith was vigor-
ously and persistently aggressive against Paganism. Secularism
may surely imitate that example, although it neither intends nor
desires to demolish the temples of Christianity, as the early
Christians, headed by their bishops, destroyed the temples of
Paganism, and desecrated its shrines.

Properly speaking, Secularism is doing a positive, not a
negative, work in destroying superstition. Every error removed
makes room for truth ; and if superstition is a kind of mental
disease, he who expels it is a mental physician. His work is no
more negative than the doctor's who combats a bodily malady,
drives it out of the system, and leaves his patient in the full
possession of health.

Secularism, like all new systems, appealing to the dissatisfied
rather than the contented, its staunchest adherents are found
among the elite of the working classes. Inquire closely into the
personnel of advanced movements, and you will find Secularists
there out of all proportion to their numerical strength. They
are obliged to work in this individual manner, for the bigotry
against Secularism is still so strong that few dare to recognize
its organizations. They have always assisted the cause of
National Education, and now it is carried they are getting their
members on School Boards, and doing their utmost to improve
the quality of the instruction given to children, as well as to
preserve them from the nefarious influence of the priests. They
promote Sunday freedom, they are advocates of international
peace, they are sturdy friends of justice, they are firm supporters
of the emancipation of women, they are lovers of mental and
personal liberty, and they are actively on the side of every
political and social reform. Where Christians may be they are
sure to be ; not because they necessarily have better hearts than
their orthodox neighbours, but because their principles impel
them to fight for Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity, irrespective
of nationality, race, sex, or creed ; and prompt them to exclaim
in the sublime language of Thomas Paine: " The world is my
country, and to do good is my religion."
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